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the only ones which Polybius knew, it is clear that among
them we must choose our route. For where such specific in-
formation is at hand, given by so good an authority as Strabo,
it seems unwise not to give it heed. Now the first and fourth
passes are clearly excluded; the first on account of the pres-
ence of the Eoman army at Massilia, the fourth as being
much too far to the east. We are narrowed down to the two
central passes, Mt. Genevre or the Little St. Bernard. In
lieu of the former, Mt. Cenis or Monte Viso might be se-
lected. And it is between these passes that most of the
critics make their choice.

It is the Little St. Bernard which appears best to satisfy
the relation of Polybius, and that it is the one which Hanni-
bal apparently took will now be explained at length. It is
to be noted, moreover, that Cornelius Nepos, in his life of
Hannibal, states that the Carthaginians crossed the Graian
Alps, and Cselius Antipater, who wrote a hundred years
after Hannibal, strongly suggests in his narrative the Little
St. Bernard.

It will be permissible here to say that for many years the
author has been the advocate of the Mt. Cenis route, in this
following Napoleon's dictum; but a close study of the au-
thorities, and a repeated crossing and careful comparison of
the several passes, with Polybius and Livy in the hand, has
convinced him that he was wrong.

Hannibal, we have seen, did not leave Cartagena in early
June, 218 B. c., until he had received a deputation from the
Boii and Insubres, dwelling on the Po, who had lately been
at war with Eonie, and who sought his assistance and prom-
ised aid in provisions and men. He was too good a soldier
to march out on an unknown route over such a range as the
Alps, and against such an enemy as Home, with less. "He
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